
Felixstowe International College

Christmas 2022Newsletter

As the Autumn term draws to a close, the staff and I would like to thank you all for your support
throughout what is always an immensely busy term. There is an enormous step up for the students
when they start back in September after a long summer break and the curriculum is very intensive
over this term. Looking back, it is impressive to see the progress that has been made across the
school, from the new students who have joined us this
year to the Year 13 students who are busy preparing
for their university applications.

We welcome new staffmembers for the autumn term:

Ms Denise – Science
Mrs Sarah – Drama and RSE
Mrs Polly – Art
Mrs Helen – Mandarin

We welcome our new learning support assistant, Ms
Sophie, who will be joining the KS3 class in January.

Alongside their studies, the students have supported
eco-schools, MacMillan Cancer Research and the local
pop up shop at St Peter’s and St Paul’s church this
term.

Next term the students will start back on Thursday 5th
January, and I want us to start the new yearwith a new
motivation to get outside, even when it is cold and
wet! FIC will be completing a marathon challenge.

Total # of miles in a marathon – 26.2 miles
Total # of steps in a marathon – 52,000 steps
Total # of minutes (on average) to complete a
marathon – about 480 minutes of walking.

If each student chose towalk at break time for
15 minutes each day they will have run a
marathon in 32 days! This is achievable for all
and we would like you all to be sponsored to
do this (details to follow in January).

In the meantime, may I wish you all a joyful
Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
Mrs Becky.

Principal’s Welcome



In November, two groups of Korean and Chinese students
visited a local primary school as an “English as a Second
Language” trip. They were supported by two of our day
students. Seonghun Hong, Year 11, explains what they did.

The purpose of our visit to Eyke Primary School was to improve
our English and to teach British children about Korea and China.

In my group of Korean students, we prepared for our visit by
making a presentation together to show some pictures that
represent Korea. We also introduced Korean life for children of
their age and what it is like for us at FIC.

We each prepared a topic about
Korea and practised how to
present and teach our topics.

My individual topic was
Taekwondo. I researched and
made a poster about Taekwondo to introduce it to the children, such
as what it is and the development of it. I showed some punch and
kick skills and let them followmymoves. I also prepared a short video
about Taekwondo and displayed it.

Everything went
well during our visit. Our presentation to the
whole class was great as we prepared a lot. The
place that I was given to reach Taekwondo was
big enough to teach them in and I had about 15
minutes to teach some Taekwondo to each small
group, so I had appropriate time to teach what I
had prepared.

I learnt a
few things
from this
visit. I
r e a l i s e d
that my
English has
improved.
It was hard
to under-
stand and
s p e a k

English when I first came to the UK. I know what
I want to say in Korean, but I can’t always
convert it into English. So sometimes I can’t
convey my exact meaning. But I answered many
questions that the children asked and felt I did
well.

Sharing the ESL Experience
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I am delighted to have joined Felixstowe International College this September and offer a brand new
subject to the curriculum; Drama! So, Why?

Drama has so many benefits. The personal skills and qualities developed by students in Drama
lessons – such as teamwork, creativity, respect for other opinions, empathy, leadership and risk-
taking – are all invaluable and transferable skills which permeate home life, social life and,
importantly, life at work. It stimulates the imagination, encourages creative thinking, and allows
students to explore issues and life experiences in a safe and supportive environment. Drama is
instrumental in the teaching of social and communication skills, for raising self-awareness, and
developing compassion for other people, places and cultures. It is also about having fun!

This year we have begun a curriculum delivery to KS3 students. So far we have covered a scheme
based on the Disney film ‘Inside Out’ which encouraged emotional responses and how we
communicate these using physical skills such as facial expression, gestures and body language. We
have also studied characterisation, stereotypes and script work and we have been busy rehearsing
scenes from Matilda the Musical, ready to share with our friends and family at the celebration
assembly at the end of term.

I asked the students what they thought of Drama so far…

“I like Drama. It is nice to get out of seats, move around and have fun!”

“I love Drama, I love role-playing different characters and scenes.”

“It has really boosted my confidence.”

“I have learnt all sorts of Drama techniques really quickly!”

In addition we have been offering Drama lessons to KS4 students to support their GCSE English
Literature study. A practical exploration alongside the academic learning of texts will encourage
creative thinking skills. Asking the students to explore characters and themes using skills such as
Role-play and Thought-tracking will inspire in-role written responses.

Amelia had this to say: “This term the GCSE class began Drama to coincidewith our study of the book
‘Journeys End’ in English Literature. Drama has been great fun and has helped us all to gain more
confidence in ourselves and even the text we are reading, this is because Drama opens new
opportunities for us to express ourselves whilst trying to represent characters that we are currently
learning about! I am so glad that Drama is now a lesson at FIC as I believe it can continue to help all
of us develop new perspectives of the play and build up skills such as creativity and effective decision
making, all things that are useful now and in the future!”

I have been so impressed with how the students have embraced Drama. I have seen the confidence
growing. They are all eager to learn and keen to explore and discover new skills and techniques for
their tool kits! Well done, stay curious!

Mrs Sarah, Drama

New to the Curriculum – Drama
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Parent governors are required to attend half termly
governor meetings and be committed to supporting
the development of the school with the students and
parents interests in mind.

Can you help? Anyone interested can email Mrs Becky
for more information.

Wanted! Parent Governor



As part of KS3’s unit on Colour Theory and Abstraction, we visited Gallery 142
to see artwork by local artists, Jim Nind and Lisa Berry. We are so lucky to
have such an inspiring gallery on our doorstep and KS3 enjoyed their short
walk there and back. It was great to see the artists collaborating in the
gallery and to hear all about how they create their work. KS3 got a chance to
ask the artists questions and came back feeling very inspired and ready to
create their own artwork! Mrs Polly, Art

In October, we were very fortunate to be able to arrange a visit
from Shelby Baker of the East of England Ambulance Service to
speak to the students in an assembly about her work in this vital
service. The students were enthralled and asked lots of
thoughtful questions of Shelby at the end of her presentation.

Eden, one of our KS3 students, wrote the following about this
guest speaker:

When Shelby came in I was really excited because I wanted to
find out about what happens in an ambulance service. She was
really nice and I learnt a lot. My favourite thing she told us was “I
once had to do CPR for 2 and a half hours!” I was shocked. She
showed us something on the British Heart Foundation website
and it teaches you how to do CPR. I tried this in my freetime and
it was very interesting. It also teaches you how to make a phone
call to 999. I really enjoyed her speech and I felt very grateful that
she came in and talked to us.

If any parent or friend or associate of a parent would like to
come into school to talk to the students about their career, I
would be very interested to hear from you. We now have a range
of student ambitions, ranging from applying to the University of
Cambridge to wishing to stay local and build a career through
apprenticeship, so we can arrange for guests to speak in an all
school assembly or smaller, more focused workshops, if more
appropriate. Anyone interested, please email me at
rosalyngreen@ficedu.org. Your children always represent
themselves as an enthusiastic, interested and fully engaged
audience!

In PSHE/RSE, the students attended workshops run by Jo, a local
social worker and parent of two students at the school.
Supporting the school's curriculum , Jo introduced the Gillick
competence, and broadened the students’ understanding of the
meaning of ‘consent’ in different contexts.

Mrs Ros, Careers & PSHE/RSE Lead.
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Art Gallery Visit

Careers

Students are challenged to
develop and extend their
vocabulary through learning
and using a specific word
each week. They can gain
rewards by correctly using
the word verbally in lessons
or in their written work. The
new word is introduced in
assembly and in the Google
Classroom.

Words this term: abstract,
accumulate, adjacent, bias,
clarify, coincide.

81 rewards were earned for
use of the Word of the
Week.

The Eco schools group have
organised a cake sale and
non school uniform day,
raising a total of £73.35. 50%
will be donated to McMillan
Cancer Research.

At the end of term, food
items were collected for the
pop up shop at St Peter’s
and St Paul’s church.

Word of theWeek

Community



At our end of term celebration, students received certificates to recognise their hard work and
excellent achievements throughout the year.

Boarding House Prizes
Tidiness: Inseo Jung
Punctuality: Seonghun Hong
Helpfulness: Namhyun Kim
Responsibility: Sarah Heo

School Prizes (KS3, KS4, KS5)
Punctuality to Lessons:
Grant Hao, Daeun Ryu, AndrewWong
Concentration and Focus in Lessons:
Thomas Laurie, Seonghun Hong, Jenny Qu
Oral Participation in Lessons:
Eden Blowers, Amelia Taylor, David Heo
Planning and Organisation:
Sapphire Cope, Francesca Goodwin, Anna Gilbert
Presentation of Work:
Eva Tebbutt, Grace Avery, Inseo Jung
Attention to Detail:
Ruby Lea, Francesca Goodwin, Leo Xu
Completion of Work:
Dylan Rose, Kaitlin Claessens, Sarah Heo
Communication with Teachers:
Indigo Lea, Grace Ellis, Tiana Zhou
Most Academic Rewards:
Eden Blowers and Ruby Lea, Amelia Taylor,
Beverly Gao and Tiana Zhou
Use of the Word of the Week:
Ruby Lea, Martha Hooton-Picard, Ian Kim

If you have any safeguarding concerns about a child at our school, you can talk to the Designated
Safeguarding Lead, Miss Chaerin Lee, or the Alternate DSL Joyce Jennings.

Our Governor responsible for Safeguarding is Katherine Murphy who can be contacted through the
school office (tel: 01394 282388).

Celebrating Students’ Achievements

Keeping Safe
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Sign up for Parent / Carer Workshops to support young
people’s mental health, run by NHS Norfolk and Suffolk.


