
Key Stage 3 Ethics and Philosophy 
 

Units of Work 
 

Year – Term – 
Unit  

Overarching Concepts Substantive Knowledge (The What) Disciplinary Knowledge (The How) 

  YEAR ONE   

Year 1  
Autumn 1 
Comparative 
religion 

 
Students start with this 
unit to have a review of 
what they already 
know and for the 
teacher to establish 
prior knowledge. 

To know… 
 

 How religion developed 

 How the development of religion is linked to the 
development of human societies 

 How religious populations are distributed in the world 

 How major religions of the world developed 

 The Seven Dimensions of Religion 

 What religions have in common 

 Examples of what religions have in common 

 Some religious symbols 

 The meanings of some religious symbols 

 Some religious teachings and sources of authority 

 What worship means 

 Why worship is important in religions 

 The importance of morality for religious people 

 Ways in which religious people express their beliefs 

 The purposes of religious practices 

 Facts about religion in the world today 

 The importance of religion in the world today 
 

 To assess the truth of religions 

 To interpret information about the 
major world religions 

 To evaluate the importance of 
symbolism in religions 

 To assess the authority of some 
religious teachings 

 To compare some religious teachings 
and sources of authority 

 To evaluate the importance of 
religious practices 

 To assess the impact of religion in the 
world 

Year 1 
Autumn 2 

FIC follows a Christian 
Ethos and many 

To know… 
 

 To discuss the importance of 
Christianity in the UK today 



Christianity students identify as 
Christian or come from 
a Country where 
Christianity is a 
dominant religion. This 
familiarity will allow 
students to begin the 
modules with at least a 
basic knowledge. 

 The ways Christianity influences the UK today 

 The Christian concept of the Trinity 

 The roles of the persons of the Trinity 

 The stories of Jesus’ birth (found in Matthew and Luke) 

 The way these stories show Jesus to have been special 
from birth 

 Some of the miracles Jesus performed 

 Why Jesus performed miracles 

 What a parable is 

 Some parables and their meanings 
 

 To reflect on the importance of Jesus’ 
birth 

 To reflect upon the meaning of Jesus’ 
miracles 

 To reflect on how useful parables can 
be 

 

Year 1 
Spring 1 
Islam 
 

Highlight the 
similarities with 
Christianity.  

To know… 
 

 Why Muslims came to the UK 

 The positive roles Muslims have in UK society 

 The three key beliefs of Islam. 

 Details of each belief 

 The key events of the life of Muhammad up to the age of 
40. 

 The events and impact of the Night of Power for 
Muhammad 

 The events of the Hijrah and after 

 Muhammad’s work as a Prophet 

 The actions and impact of the Four Caliphs in the 
development of Islam 

 

 To evaluate how important beliefs are 
in life today 

 To reflect on how a person’s 
childhood might influence how they 
are as an adult. 

 To evaluate the impact of 
Muhammad as the last and final 
Prophet of Allah 

 To reflect on Islam being a worldwide 
religion 

 

Year 1 
Spring 1 
Ethics 

Students can apply 
their own worldviews 
and differing 

To know… 
 

 The terms relative and absolute morality 

 What might influence our decision making 

 To reflect upon why people do not 
always make the same decisions 



worldviews on some 
ethical discussions. 

 Some reasons why people keep the law 

 Some religious attitudes to secular law 
 

 To consider whether it is ever right to 
break the law in the light of one’s 
beliefs 

 

Year 1 
Spring 2 
Judaism 

Highlight the links 
between Christianity 
and Judaism.  

To know… 
 

 What makes a person Jewish 

 Some basic facts about Judaism 

 How belonging to a group reinforces identity and creates a 
sense of community 

 Why Jewry is divided into different groups 

 What Jewish people believe about God 

 Understand what Jewish people believe about the 
Messiah 

 Why obeying God is important for Jewish people 

 The importance of derech eretz for Jewish people 

 Why the Jewish Bible is called the Tenakh 

 Why the Torah have special importance for Jewish people 
 

 To analyse how Jewish people have 
contributed to society 

 To evaluate the importance of 
differences between the groups 

 To analyse how important God and 
the Messiah are to Jewish people 

 To evaluate the importance of 
obeying God and following derech 
eretz for Jewish people 

 To evaluate the importance of the 
Torah in Judaism 

Year 1 
Summer 1 
Buddhism 

Introduce Buddhism – 
links with culture and 
where it is found in the 
world. 
Opportunities to reflect 
on the concept of 
Karma which links well 
with the next unit of 
philosophy. 

To know… 

 Some of the myths about the Buddha’s birth and early life 

 What Biddha and Dharma mean 

 The events in the Buddha’s life after leaving his palace 

 What the Middle Way and enlightenment are 

 What happened in the 300 years after the Buddha’s death 

 Some differences between Theravada and Mahayanna 
traditions 

 The Three Marks of Existence, the Four Noble Truths and 
the Noble Eightfold Path 

 To analyse some myths about the 
Buddha 

 To evaluate the importance of the 
Buddha 

 To evaluate the yanas as different 
paths to the same goal 

 To apply the belief in Dependent 
Origination to the life of a Buddhist 

 



 How practising the Dharma leads to the attainment of 
Nibbuna 

 How the Buddha’s teachings can be applied to daily life 

 About Dependent Origination and Karma 

 How Dependent Origination and karma link with ideas 
about anatta and Samsara 

 

Year 1 
Summer 2 
Philosophy 

Students can apply 
previous learning on 
how different people 
view the world and 
how this compares to 
their own views. 

To know… 

 What the argument of design tries to prove 

 Why some people agree with the argument from design 
and some do not 

 What the argument from first cause tries to prove 

 Why some people agree with the argument from first 
cause and some do not 

 What the argument from morality is 

 The strengths and weaknesses of the argument from 
morality 

 Why some people say that science makes belief in God 
unnecessary  

 

To evaluate how successful the argument 
from design is at proving the existence of 
God 
To evaluate how successful the argument 
from first cause is at proving the existence of 
God 
To analyse and evaluate a range of views on 
the argument from morality 
To analyse reasons why science challenges 
belief in the existence of God 
To evaluate the scientific argument against 
the existence of God 
 

  YEAR TWO  

Year 2 
Autumn 1 
Hinduism 

Students will be 
introduced to the 
concept of multiple 
Gods. Links with culture 
and different countries. 

To know… 

 The meanings of Brahman and the Trimurti 

 The Hindu understanding of God 

 The meanings of karma and rebirth  

 The Hindu understanding of the cycle of life 

 How Hindu holy books provide inspiration for life 

 About the outside and inside features of a Hindu temple 
(mandir) 

 The design of Hindu temples 

To reflect on the Hindu concept of the deities 
To evaluate Hindu beliefs about life and 
death 
To make comparisons between Sruti and 
smriti texts 
To evaluate the importance of the scriptures 
for Hindus  
To evaluate the importance of the temple for 
Hindus today 



 Some different types of Hindu worship 

 The main characteristics of Hindu worship 
 

To evaluate the role of the temple in Hindu 
worship 
 

Year 2 
Autumn 2 
Christianity 

Christianity is re-
visited. Comparisons 
can be made on the 
faiths we have learned 
about so far. Christmas 
also occurs 
immediately after 
studying the topic so 
applies nicely with 
current celebrations. 

To know… 

 the two Great Commandments of Jesus 

 how Christians put these Commandments into practice 

 whether all people can follow religious principles 

 what Christian moral behaviour is based n 

 some examples of how Christians put their faith into 
action 

 the events leading up to the death and resurrection of 
Jesus 

 about the final days of Jesus’ life 

 how Christians celebrate Christmas 

 the background to the Christmas celebrations 
 

To reflect on how strongly being religious 
affect behaviour 
To reflect on how events at the end of Jesus’ 
life might have been different 
To review evidence for Jesus being a man of 
peace 
To review evidence for Jesus being a man of 
conflict 
To evaluate evidence about Jesus as a man of 
peace or of conflict 
To reflect on the influence Christianity has 
had on our Celebrations 
 

Year 2 
Spring 1 
Sikhism 

Sikhism is often not 
taught in Primary 
School, therefore more 
foundation is given. 
Distinguish the 
differences with 
Hinduism as both are 
often overlapped as 
both are linked with 
India. 

To know… 

 about Sikh beliefs about God 

 the idea of mukti (liberation) as an aim of life for Sikhs 

 about the life of Guru Nanak 

 the importance of Guru Nanak as a role model 

 about the life of Guru Gobind Singh 

 about the origins of the Khalsa 

 about the Amrit Sanskar ceremony 

 the commitment made when becoming a Khalsa Sikh 

 how to recognise a gurdwara 

 the use and importance of the features found within a 
gurdwara 

 the elements of a Sikh act of worship in the gurdwara 

 some different ways that Sikhs worship 

To reflect on whether a person can always 
‘do the right thing’. 
To reflect on how Guru Nanak’s experiences 
influence Sikh teachings 
To reflect on the idea of commitment 
To reflect on the idea of commitment 
To evaluate the importance of having specific 
places dedicated to worship 
To evaluate the importance of music and 
scripture in worship 
 



 

Year 2 
Spring 2 
Islam 

Students revisit Islam 
and reflect on what 
they have learnt so far. 
This also links nicely 
with their next 
opportunity to learn 
about ethics and 
identify how a Muslim 
may view these issues. 

To know… 

 about three different groups of Muslims 

 some key differences between the groups 

 about how the Qur'an came to be written down  

 how Muslims show respect to the Qur'an 

 about the structure of mosques around the world 

 about the role of the imams 
 

To reflect on whether people of a religion 
should all believe the exact same thing 
To reflect on the importance of the Qur'an 
To evaluate the need for such beautiful 
structures 
To examine the qualities needed to be a 
leader in a religion 
To express the beauty of these different 
religious buildings 
To reflect on whether it matters what gender 
a religious leader is 
 

Year 2 
Summer 1 
Ethics 

Students can apply the 
different worldviews 
they have learned 
about on different 
topics. 

To know… 

 the term sanctity of life 

 how the belief in sanctity of life can influence our 
decisions 

 what belief in the created world means 

 what is meant by animal rights 

 the different views people have about the treatment and 
uses of animals 

 what is meant by the term drug abuse 

 why people might abuse drugs  

 what we mean by the term medical ethics 

 how medical knowledge may be seen as a gift from God 
 

To reflect on why sanctity of life issues can be 
very complicated  
To express how religious ideas can focus 
environmental groups 
To evaluate the importance of environmental 
action 
To reflect upon the reasons why animals 
should have rights 
To reflect on how beliefs about the mind and 
body might affect religious attitudes to drugs 
To reflect on whether humans have gone too 
far with medicine 

Year 2 
Summer 2 
Judaism 

Another opportunity 
for students to self-
assess what can be 
recalled from last time 
it was visited and can 

To know… 

 which texts Jewish people study 

 how and why Jewish people study 

 terminology associated with the synagogue  

To assess the importance of study for Jewish 
people 
To analyse and evaluate the importance of 
the synagogue in Jewish communities 
To assess the importance of rabbis in judaism 



be linked back to 
ethics. 

 the role and functions of the synagogue in Jewish 
communities  

 the difference between priest and rabbi 

 the roles of a rabbi in the Jewish community 

 significant facts about the life of Abraham 

 why the story of Abraham is important to Jewish people 

 facts about events in the life of moses 

 how events in the life of moses have shaped Judaism 

 what happens at pesach  

 the symbolism of the seder meal 
 

To evaluate the importance of Abraham to 
Jewish people today 
To evaluate the importance of different 
founders of judaism 
To assess the significance of Pesach for 
Jewish people  
 

  YEAR THREE  

Year 3 
Autumn 1 
Islam 

Islam is revisited for a 
third time – with more 
of a focus on culture: 
festivals and art. 

To know… 

 about shahadah and salah  

 about sawm  and zakah 

 about Hajj 

 the experiences and benefits of Hajj 

 about the use of calligraphy and artwork in Islam 

 the use of symbolism in Islam 

 the ideas that support the moral code for Muslims 

 examples of personal virtues that make up a good 
character 

 some teaching from Hadith about the act of giving  

 what the Eid festivals mean to Muslim families  

 the reasons the festivals are celebrated 
 

To examine the importance of a statement of 
belief and daily prayers 
To evaluate the need to have a religious 
focus every day. 
To examine the importance of these yearly 
events 
To evaluate how fasting and giving to the 
poor have a positive impact on life 
To evaluate the effect being a Hajj pilgrim has 
on a Muslim when they return home 
To reflect on the purpose of Islamic art 
To evaluate how far it is possible to be of 
good character 
To examine the ways in which Muslims give 
To evaluate the importance to Muslims of 
giving 
To evaluate the value of festivals in a religion  
 



Year 3 
Autumn 2 
Ethics 

All that students have 
learned can be used to 
consider multiple 
answers and why ethics 
are not clear cut. 

To know… 

 the idea of equality in religions 

 inequality in various forms 

 some solutions to inequality offered by religion 

 that poverty exists everywhere 

 some attitudes to poverty 

 what we mean by the term ‘natural disasters’ 

 the impact of natural disasters on developing countries 

 some reasons why religion is considered less relevant in 
the modern world 

 some reasons why religion still has relevance in the 
modern world 

 the idea of sport being ‘the new religion’ 

 the nature of religion and the nature of sport 
 

To reflect on some solutions to the problem 
of poverty 
To reflect on why religious believers are 
involved in helping victims of natural 
disasters 
To reflect on our personal attitudes to 
religion 
To evaluate the place of sport in comparison 
with the place of religion in society today 

Year 3 
Spring 1 
Buddhism 

Buddhism is revisited 
for a second time with 
a better focus on ways 
of life and what is 
important to Buddhists. 

To know… 

 how the Buddhist scriptures came about 

 the importance of the scriptures for Buddhists 

 about the life of a Buddhist monk 

 why boys and men become Buddhist monks 

 the different structures of Buddhist temples in the world 

 the importance of stupa for Buddhists 

 how Buddhists follow the Middle Way in their daily lives  

 how Buddhists make moral decisions 

 which places are significant for Buddhists and why 

 why pilgrimage is important for Buddhists 

 some symbols of Buddhists 

 the meanings of some Buddhist symbols 

 some of the main Buddhist festivals 

 the symbolism of Buddhist festivals 

To assess the authority of the scripture 
To analyse the place of the Sangha in a 
Buddhist community  
To evaluate the importance of temples to 
Buddhist communities 
To analyse Buddhist worship  
To analyse the purposes of pilgrimage 
activities To evaluate the importance of 
symbols in the practice and teaching of 
Buddhism 
To evaluate the importance of festivals for 
Buddhists 



 

Year 3  
Spring 2 
Hinduism 

Hinduism is revisited 
for a second time. 
Again, looking deeper 
into Hindu culture, 
festivals and 
pilgrimage.  

To know… 

 about a Hindu home shrine 

 the importance of daily worship in the home 

 about the Hindu Ashramas 

 how they are carried out 

 some of the different types of symbolism in Hinduism 

 why symbolism is so important in Hinduism 

 the names of the Four main groups within Hinduism 

 something about each group 

 some of the similarities and differences between these 
groups  

 about some places of pilgrimage important to Hindus 

 why pilgrimage is important in Hinduism 

 the key personal virtues Hindu scriptures say Hindus 
should live by 

 how many virtues come from a few broad ideas 

 the origins of two Hindu festivals - Diwali and Holi 

 how Hindus might celebrate festivals 
 

To evaluate whether worship in the home is 
as valuable as worship in the temple 
To evaluate the importance of the Four 
stages of life 
To evaluate what can be learnt from 
symbolism 
To reflect on how pilgrimage shows devotion 
to a religion 
To reflect on whether humans need to be 
told how to be a good person 
To reflect on whether the story behind the 
festival is what keeps it going 

Year 3 
Summer 1 
Philosophy 

Big questions are 
revisited with a wider 
understanding of 
different worldviews. 

To know… 

 why evil and suffering are a problem for religious believers 

 the different types of evil 

 ideas of immorality 

 why people might want there to be life after death 

 the idea of ‘miracle’ 

 the qualities of a miracle 

 the term ‘revelation’ 

 examples of special revelations 
 

To evaluate the claim that God cannot exist 
in a world where suffering occurs 
To reflect on the strengths and weaknesses 
of ideas about immorality 
To reflect on the problems caused by 
believing in miracles 
To reflect on whether revelation is real 
 



Year 3 
Summer 2 
Christianity 

The Course of units 
ends how it begins by 
revisiting Christianity 

To know… 

 why the Bible is important to Christians  

 the different ways in which people interpret the Bible 

 the different ways Christians use the Bible in their worship 

 about the Four Gospels and their writers 

 some of the motivation behind each Gospel 

 what churches look like from the outside 

 about the key features inside the church  

 the symbolism and diversity of churches  

 what is meant by vestments 

 the role of a church leader 

 the key parts of an act of Christian worship 

 about the specific act of Eucharist 

 how Christians worships outside of church services 

 why Christians want to worship on their own 

 some of the symbols of Christianity and what they stand 
for 

 the way symbols have been used by Christians  

 some of the ways Christians express their faith 

 some Christian art and music 
 
 

To reflect on the importance of different 
sources of evidence about jesus 
To reflect on whether anyone could be a 
member of the clergy 
To reflect on why people might see public 
worship as important 
To reflect on the relative importance of 
public and private worship 
To reflect on the importance of different 
Christian symbols 
To reflect on the link between belief and art 

 
 


