
KS3 & KS4 English Language Assessment for Reading  
AOs 

 
 

Grades 

R1 demonstrate 
understanding of explicit 
meanings 

R2 demonstrate understanding 
of implicit meanings and 
attitudes 

R3 analyse, evaluate and 
develop facts, ideas and 
opinions, using appropriate 
support from the text 

R4 demonstrate understanding 
of how writers achieve effects 
and influence readers 

R5 select and use information 
for specific purposes 

 
 

7,8,9 

•Successfully evaluates 
explicit ideas and opinions. 
 
 

•Successfully evaluates implicit 
ideas and opinions.  
•Tackles imagery precisely and 
with imagination.  
 

•Assimilates ideas from the text to 
give a developed, sophisticated 
response.  
• A relevant response that is 
expressed clearly, fluently and 
mostly with concision.  
• The response is well organised.  

•Successful discussion of 
thoughtfully selected language with 
high quality comments that add 
meaning and associations to 
words/phrases and demonstrate 
the writer’s reasons for using them.  
•It is very evident that the student 
understands how language works. 
 

• As for Grade B/5,6 plus 
The response is in the candidate’s 
own words (where appropriate), 
using a range of well-chosen 
vocabulary which clarifies meaning.  

 
 

5,6 

•Some successful evaluation 
of explicit ideas and opinions. 
 

•Some successful evaluation of 
implicit ideas and opinions.  
• Tackles imagery with some 
precision and imagination. 

•A thorough response, supported 
by a detailed selection of relevant 
ideas from the text.  
•A wide range of ideas is applied 
for analysis 
• Developed ideas are sustained 
and well related to the text 
• Points are skilfully selected to 
demonstrate an overview. 

• Wide-ranging discussion of 
thoughtfully selected language with 
some high quality comments that 
add meaning and associations to 
words/phrases and demonstrate 
the writer’s reasons for using them.  
•There is clear evidence that the 
candidate understands how 
language works. 

• There is supporting detail 
throughout, which is well 
integrated into the response, 
contributing to a strong sense of 
purpose and approach.  
• A very effective response that 
demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of the requirements 
of the task. 
• A consistent and convincing voice 
is used. 
 

 
 

4 

• Begins to evaluate mainly 
explicit ideas and opinions.  
 

• References to implicit ideas 
and opinions.  
•Images are recognised as such 
and the response goes some 
way to explaining them. 

•An appropriate response that 
includes relevant ideas from the 
text.  
•The response demonstrates a 
competent reading of the text with 
some evidence of basic evaluation 
or analysis. 
• A good range of ideas is evident.  
• Some ideas are developed but 
the ability to sustain them may not 
be consistent. • Points are carefully 
selected and there is some 
evidence of an overview. 

• Explanations are given of 
carefully selected words and 
phrases. 
•Explanations of meanings within 
the context of the text are secure 
and effects are identified. 
• There is some evidence that the 
candidate understands how 
language works.  

 

• There is frequent, helpful 
supporting detail, contributing to a 
clear sense of purpose.  
• An appropriate voice is used.  
• An effective response that 
demonstrates a competent 
understanding of the requirements 
of the task.  
•Demonstrates understanding of a 
good range of relevant ideas and is 
mostly focused.  



AOs 
 
 

Grades 

R1 demonstrate 
understanding of explicit 
meanings 

R2 demonstrate understanding 
of implicit meanings and 
attitudes 

R3 analyse, evaluate and 
develop facts, ideas and 
opinions, using appropriate 
support from the text 

R4 demonstrate understanding 
of how writers achieve effects 
and influence readers 

R5 select and use information 
for specific purposes 

 
 

3 

•Selects and comments on 
explicit ideas and opinions.  
• The text has been read 
reasonably well  
 

• A range of straightforward 
ideas is offered  

•Makes a general response 
including a few relevant ideas from 
the text.  
•Opportunities for development 
are rarely taken  
• A satisfactory attempt is made to 
select appropriate words and 
phrases.  
• Some evidence of selection of 
relevant ideas but may include 
excess material. 
 

• The response mostly gives 
meanings of words and any 
attempt to suggest and explain 
effects is basic or very general.  
 

• Supporting detail is present but 
there may be some mechanical use 
of the text  
•The voice is plain 
• A partially effective response that 
demonstrates a reasonable 
understanding of the requirements 
of the task.  
• Demonstrates understanding of 
ideas with occasional loss of focus.  

 
 

2 

•Identifies explicit ideas and 
opinions.  
 
 

•Straightforward idea(s) 
offered 

•Makes a limited response with 
little evidence from the text. 
• Demonstrates general 
understanding of some relevant 
ideas and is sometimes focused.  
•There may be some indiscriminate 
selection of ideas.  
•There may be some reliance on 
lifting from the text.   

• The response provides a mixture 
of appropriate choices and words 
that communicate less well.  
•The response may correctly 
identify linguistic devices but not 
explain why they are used. • 
Explanations may be few, general, 
slight or only partially effective. • 
They may repeat the language of 
the original or do not refer to 
specific words. 
 

• A basic response that 
demonstrates some understanding 
of the requirements of the task.  
• There is some evidence of 
general understanding of the main 
ideas, although the response may 
be thin or in places lack focus on 
the text or the question.  
• The voice might be inappropriate. 

 
 

1/ 
Founda

tion 

•Very limited response with minimal relation to the text.  
 

• The choice of words is sparse or 
rarely relevant.  
• The response may be a simple list 
of unconnected ideas or show 
limited focus. 

• Any comments are inappropriate. • The response is either very 
general, with little reference to the 
text, or a reproduction of sections 
of the original.  
 

 

 



KS3 & KS4 English Language Assessment for Writing 
AOs W1 articulate experience and 

express what is thought, felt 
and imagined 

W2 organise and structure 
ideas and opinions for 
deliberate effect 

W3 use a range of vocabulary 
and sentence structures 
appropriate to context 

W4 use register appropriate to 
context 

W5 make accurate use of 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar 

Grades Composition: content and structure Composition: style and accuracy 

 
 

7,8,9 

•Highly effective style capable 
of conveying subtle meaning.  
•Content is complex, 
engaging and effective.  

•Many well-defined and 

developed ideas and images 
create a convincing overall 
picture with varieties of focus.  
 
 

•Carefully structured for 
benefit of the reader. 
• Structure is secure, well 
balanced and carefully 
managed for deliberate effect. 

•The plot/overall sequence is 

well-defined with strongly 
developed features of the 
appropriate text-type.   

•Wide range of sophisticated 
vocabulary, precisely used.  
•Precise, well-chosen 
vocabulary and varied sentence 
structures, chosen for effect.  
  

•Highly effective register for 
audience and purpose.  
•Consistent well-chosen 
register suitable for the 
context.  
 

•Spelling, punctuation and 
grammar almost always 
accurate  
 
  

 
 

5,6 

•Effective style.  
•Content is developed, 
engaging and effective.  
• Frequent, well-chosen 
images and details give a 
mostly convincing picture.   
 

•Secure overall structure, 
organised to help the reader. 
•Structure is well managed, 
with some choices made for 
deliberate effect.   
•The plot/overall sequence is 
defined with developed 
features of the appropriate 
text-type.  
 

•Wide range of vocabulary, 
used with some precision.  
•Mostly precise vocabulary and 
a range of sentence structures 
mostly used for effect.   
 

•Effective register for audience 
and purpose.  
•Mostly consistent appropriate 
register suitable for the 
context.  
 
 

• Spelling, punctuation and 
grammar mostly accurate, with 
occasional minor errors.  

 
 

4 

•Sometimes effective style.  
•Content is relevant with 
some development.  
• A selection of relevant 
ideas, images and details, 
even where there may be a 
tendency to write in an 
incorrect style.  
 
 
 

•Ideas generally well 
sequenced.  
•Structure is competently 
managed. 

•The plot/overall sequence is 

relevant and cohesive, with 
some features of the 
appropriate text-type. 

•Range of vocabulary is 
adequate and sometimes 
effective. 
•Some precise vocabulary and a 
range of sentence structures 
sometimes used for effect.  

•Sometimes effective register 
for audience and purpose.   
• Some appropriate register for 
the context.  
•Some appropriate register for 
the context. 
 

•Spelling, punctuation and 
grammar generally accurate 
though with some errors.  
 



KS3 & KS4 English Language Assessment for Writing 

 W1 articulate experience and 
express what is thought, felt 
and imagined 

W2 organise and structure 
ideas and opinions for 
deliberate effect 

W3 use a range of vocabulary 
and sentence structures 
appropriate to context 

W4 use register appropriate to 
context 

W5 make accurate use of 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar 

 
 

3 

•Inconsistent style, 
expression sometimes 
awkward but meaning clear.  
•Content is straightforward 
and briefly developed.  
•The task is addressed with a 
series of relevant but 
straightforward details, which 
may not suit the required 
style.  
 

•Relies on the sequence of the 
original text. 
•Structure is mostly organised 
but may not always be 
effective. 

•The plot/overall sequence is 

straightforward, with limited 
use of the features of the 
appropriate text-type. 

•Vocabulary is simple, limited 
in range or reliant on the 
original text. 
•Uses a range of 
straightforward sentence 
structures.  
 

•Some awareness of an 
appropriate register for 
audience and purpose.  
• Simple register with a general 
awareness of the context.  

•Frequent errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar, 
sometimes serious.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

2 

•Limited style.  
• Content is simple, and ideas 
and events may be limited. 
•The recording of some 
relevant events with limited 
detail.  
  
 
 
 

•Response is not well 
sequenced. 
•Structure is partially organised 
but limited in its effect. 
•The plot/overall sequence is 
simple and may consist of 
events/points that are only 
partially linked and/or which 
are presented with partial 
clarity.  

•Limited vocabulary or 
words/phrases copied from the 
original text.  
•Limited and/or imprecise 
vocabulary and sentence 
structures.  
 

•Limited awareness of 
appropriate register for 
audience and purpose.  
•Limited and/or imprecise 
register for the context.  

•Persistent errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 
 

 
 

1/ 
Founda

tion 

•Expression unclear.  
•Content is occasionally 
relevant or clear.  

•The description is unclear 

and lacks detail.  
 

•Poor sequencing of ideas. 
•Structure is limited and 
ineffective.  
•The plot/overall sequence 
lacks coherence.  

•Very limited vocabulary or 
copying from the original text. 
•Frequently imprecise 
vocabulary and sentence 
structures. 

•Very limited awareness of 
appropriate register for 
audience and purpose. 
•Register demonstrates little or 
no sense of the context.   

•Persistent errors in spelling, 
punctuation and grammar 
impede communication.  

 


