
 

Key Stage 4 Art 

Units of Work 

Class – Term – Topic Learning Content (Homework is an extension of classwork) 

Year 10 – Autumn – 
Natural Forms 

 

 Create a relevant title page and spider diagram for the topic. 

 Consider different types of natural forms. 

 Select appropriate images to realise your intentions. 

 Create detailed observational drawings. 

 Critically analyse work and give constructive feedback. 

 Creatively present media experiments. 

 Understand how to link your work to an artist or culture.  

 Research relevant artists. 

 Experiment and investigate a range of media. 

 Know how to use a variety of techniques: pen and wash; printmaking; collagraph; collage; pencil crayon; 
wax and watercolour; fine liner stippling; continuous line; broken images; colour overlays; white pencil. 

 Annotate your experiments. 

 Present your work creatively and clearly. 

 Develop a personal response. 

 Investigate and experiment with composition. 

 Produce a final personal response based on or linked to natural forms. 

 Review and modify your work. 



Year 10 – Spring  
– Artist Research – 
Georgia O’Keefe 
 

 Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products.  

 Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination.  

 Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using line, shape, form, tone, texture/pattern, 
colour and space. 

 Investigate the work of an artist, describing the differences and similarities between different practices 
and disciplines, and making links to own work.  

 Give reasons about a piece of art.   

 Explain the effects of tone, scale, use of colour.   

 Be able to: draw lines; create shapes; create different tones within a colour; create different collage 
effects.  

 Explain different collage techniques and the effects they create. 

 Experiment and explain mixed media effects.  

 Apply techniques learned and evaluate a final piece.  
 

Year 10 – Summer – 
Portrait and Identity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Investigate the theme of the human figure through the exploration of portraiture.  

 Explore a variety of artists that have used distortion.  

 Explore line, tone, colour, shape and proportion. 

 Develop individual pieces based on own identity the artists they have studied. 

 Develop analytical and intuitive capabilities through the appropriate use of materials, processes and 
techniques: drawings, sketches; direct observational drawings; information 
gathering/artists/images/objects from internet, books, galleries; taking photographs. 

 Study others’ work. 

 Develop within own work. 

 Comment in visual and written ways.  

 Annotate drawings of selected artworks in different media. 

 Express opinions and understanding of the work. 

 Explore ideas and make selections. 

 Explore different media. 

 Try out different compositions and viewpoints. 

 Use different colour ways. 

Year 11 – Autumn – 
Portrait and Identity 
 



 Manipulate images. 

 Take ideas through to conclusion. 

 Make good quality ideas/designs showing different compositions. 

 Evidence critical judgements. 

 Evidence personal development. 
 

Year 11 – Spring – 
Externally set 
assignment 
 

On 2nd January, AQA will provide a separate externally set assignment, with seven different starting points.  

Students must select and respond to one starting point. 

(See further information below) 

 

Year 11 – Summer – 
Externally set 
assignment 
 

 

End of Course Assessments 

Students must complete both components. 
 

Component 1: Portfolio 
 

What's assessed 
A portfolio that in total shows explicit coverage of the four 
assessment objectives. It must include a sustained project 
evidencing the journey from initial engagement to the 
realisation of intentions and a selection of further work 
undertaken during the student’s course of study. 
 

How it's assessed 
No time limit 
96 marks 
60% of GCSE 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) set and marked by the school/college and 
moderated by AQA during a visit. Moderation will normally take place in 
June. 
 



Component 1 Details: Portfolio 

The content of the portfolio will be determined by the particular requirements and nature of the course of study undertaken. There is no 
restriction on the scale of work, media or materials used. 

Each student must select and present a portfolio representative of their course of study. The portfolio must include both: 

1. A sustained project developed in response to a subject, theme, task or brief evidencing the journey from initial engagement with an 
idea(s) to the realisation of intentions. This will give students the opportunity to demonstrate, through an extended creative 
response, their ability to draw together different areas of knowledge, skills and/or understanding from across their course of study. 

2. A selection of further work resulting from activities such as trials and experiments; skills-based workshops; mini and/or foundation 
projects; responses to gallery, museum or site visits; work placements; independent study and evidence of the student’s specific role 
in any group work undertaken. 

The work submitted for this component will be marked as a whole. Students should carefully select, organise and present their portfolio and 
must ensure that it provides evidence of meeting all four assessment objectives. They must identify and acknowledge sources which are not 
their own and provide evidence of drawing activity and written annotation. 

Work selected for the portfolio should be presented in an appropriate format and could include: mounted studies, sketchbooks, visual 
diaries, journals, design sheets, design proposals, models, maquettes, prototypes, storyboards, video, photographic or digital presentations, 
records of transient and site-specific installations. 

 

Component 2: Externally set assignment 
 

What's assessed 
Students respond to their chosen starting point from an 
externally set assignment paper relating to their subject title, 
evidencing coverage of all four assessment objectives. 
 

How it's assessed 
Preparatory period followed by 10 hours of supervised time 
96 marks 
40% of GCSE 



Non-exam assessment (NEA) set by AQA; marked by the school/college 
and moderated by AQA during a visit. Moderation will normally take 
place in June. 

Component 2 Details: Externally set assignment 
 

AQA will provide a separate externally set assignment for each title, each with seven different starting points. Students must select and 
respond to one starting point from their chosen title. 
The externally set assignment provides students with the opportunity to demonstrate, through an extended creative response, their ability 
to draw together different areas of knowledge, skills and/or understanding in response to their selected starting point. 
The extended creative response must explicitly evidence students’ ability to draw together different areas of knowledge, skill and/or 
understanding from initial engagement with their selected starting point through to their realisation of intentions in the 10 hours of 
supervised time. 
Students must ensure that the total submission for Component 2 evidences coverage of all four assessment objectives and evidence 
of drawing activity and written annotation. Students must identify and acknowledge sources which are not their own. 
Externally set assignments will be available to students and teachers from 2 January. They must be given to students in their entirety and 
must not be edited, changed or abridged in any way. 
A preparation period which can begin on or after 2 January is followed by 10 hours of supervised unaided work in which students are 
required to realise their intentions. Students must not undertake any further preparatory studies once the first period of supervised time 
starts. 
 

 
Preparatory period – from 2nd January 
 
Students and teachers can access the externally set assignments on 2 January (or as soon as possible afterwards) but not before. It is at the 
discretion of schools to plan when their students start work on their assignments after 2 January. 
Following receipt of the externally set assignment paper, students should select one starting point from which to develop their own work. 
Students may discuss their starting points with the teacher. 
Preparatory work may be presented in any suitable two- or three-dimensional format such as mounted sheets, sketchbooks, journals, design 
proposals, models and maquettes, digital or non-digital presentations. 
Students must stop work on their preparatory studies as soon as the first period of supervised time starts. 
There is no restriction on the scale of work, media or material used. 



 
Supervised time – 10 hours 

 Following the preparatory period, students must undertake 10 hours of unaided focused study, under supervision. 

 The first two hours of supervised time must be consecutive. 

 Schools and colleges may timetable supervised sessions for the remaining eight hours at their own discretion. 

 Students may refer to their preparatory work during the supervised time but must not add to it or amend it during the supervised 
time or between sessions. 

 Students must not add to or amend work produced during the supervised time; either between sessions of supervised time or after 
the 10 hours of supervised time has been completed. 

 Work produced in the supervised time must be clearly identified as such. 

 Preparatory work and work produced during the supervised time must be kept under secure conditions between and following the 
supervised sessions. Work produced during the supervised time must be clearly identified as such. 

 Only the preparatory work and the work produced within the 10 hours of supervised time can be submitted as assessment evidence 
for this component. 
 

Students must not have access to the internet during the 10 hours of supervised time. 
 
All work submitted for this component will be marked as a whole. Students may produce a single outcome or a series of related outcomes 
when realising their intentions in the supervised time. Outcomes may be evidenced in any two-dimensional, three-dimensional, digital or 
non-digital format. There is no restriction on scale of work, media or materials used. 
 

 

 


